Maker Institute

OF STUDIO ART + THEOLOGY

<G/

Art+Theology Challenge: Exploring Redemption

Asyou embark on the journey of creating a mixed media work centered around the theme of "Redemption,” we invite you
to draw inspiration from Christian theology and artistic expression. Your task is to craft a piece that engages viewersin a
transformative encounter with the concept of Redemption, inviting them to explore the depths of God's love, grace, and
restoration. This work can reflect what you currently do, and or are interested in doing as a Maker.

Biblical Verses for Inspiration

But now thus says the Lord,

he who created you, O Jacob,

he who formed you, O Israel:

"Fear not, for | have redeemed you;

| have called you by name, you are mine.

When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.

Isaiah 43:1-2 (ESV)

"In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace, which he lavished upon us..."

Isaiah 43:1-2 (ESV)

"For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory thatis to be revealed
tous."

Isaiah 43:1-2 (ESV)

Reflection Questions

"Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and forget not all his benefits,

who forgives all your iniquity,

who heals all your diseases,

who redeems your life from the pit,

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
who satisfies you with good

so thatyouryouth is renewed like the eagle's.”
Psalm103:2-4 (ESV)

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”
2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)

How does the concept of Redemption resonate with your own life experiences?
How can your artistic expression communicate the hope and healing found in God's redemptive work?
In what ways do you envision your installation inviting viewers into a more profound encounter with the

transformative power of Redemption?

Additional Resources

https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/KD-2009-Winter-Creation-Fall-Redemption-409.pdf
https://artincontext.org/the-return-of-the-prodigal-son-by-rembrandt-van-rijn/

Problem Statement

As an artist committed to exploring the intersection of art and Christian theology, you're tasked with creating a work that
delves into the theological concept of "Redemption.” Your work will be showcased in a public space at our Gallery during
our first Intensive in October and should invite viewers into a contemplative journey, inviting them to reflect on the
transformative power of Redemption found in the Christian faith. We will consider each of the works you create in formal
Critiques as we grow in our abilities to apply what we are learning.
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Requirements

Concept Development: Develop a concept that embodies the theological theme of "Redemption” through your
chosen medium(s). Consider how your installation can visually and symbolically represent the journey from
brokenness to restoration, drawing from biblical narratives and theological insights.

Multimedia Integration: Integrate at least three diverse artistic mediums, such as visual art (painting, sculpture,
digital art), music/soundscapes, spoken word, and/or interactive elements to create a multi-sensory experience that
resonates with viewers on a holistic level.

Audience Engagement: Design your installation to engage viewers in a meaningful encounter with the theme of
Redemption. How will you create opportunities for reflection, prayer, and Christ-honoring contemplation? Consider
how this work might reach non-Christians who come uponiitin a gallery.

Technical Execution: Demonstrate technical skill and craftsmanship in creating your installation. Ensure that your
chosen materials and techniques align with the theological vision of your piece, prioritizing integrity and authenticity.

Problem Solving: Remember, this work does not have to be perfect or divorced from problems to solve. It is critical to
note thatit will need to be able to travel to Richmond. Consider this a wonderful problem-opportunity, where the only
failure is not to try. This work will be a great source of interaction during our intensive time.

Artistic Statement: Provide a written artistic statement (100-200 words) elucidating the theological inspiration
behind your installation, your creative process informed by Christian faith, and the intended spiritual impact on the
audience.

Evaluation Criteria

Theological Depth: How effectively does your installation engage with the theological concept of "Redemption?
Does it offerinsight into the Christian understanding of salvation, restoration, and reconciliation?

Artistic Excellence: How skillfully do you integrate artistic mediums to convey your theological message? Are your
artistic choices thoughtful, intentional, and formally and aesthetically compelling?

Faith and Theological Engagement: To what extent does your installation facilitate a genuine encounter for viewers?
Does it create space for contemplation, prayer, and encounter with the possibility of God?

Technical Formal Proficiency: How proficiently do you technically execute your artistic vision? Are your materials and
techniques well-suited for conveying the theological themes of Redemption?

Conceptual Integrity: How cohesively does your installation embody the theological concept of Redemption? Is the
concept communicated clearly and effectively to the audience, inviting them into a deeper understanding and
experience of Christian faith?

Applicants will be evaluated based on their ability to integrate Christian theology with artistic expression, creating
installations that inspire spiritual reflection, foster connection with the divine, and communicate the transformative power
of Redemption.

Submission Guidelines

Once you have completed your multimedia installation, please submit your artistic statement along with images or videos
of your piece to ryan@themakerinstitute.org a week before our October Intensive. More details will follow. We look
forward to witnessing the creative expressions of Redemption through your artwork!
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