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About Us
“All things are transparent manifestations of His power and wisdom. It is the very nature of creation that the whole world is like a 
burning bush even though we walk around all the time with our shoes on.”
– Calvin G. Seerveld

The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology develops gospel-gripped, theologically-minded, adept culture makers who faithfully seek 
to glorify Christ in all things. The Maker Institute believes the fullness of a maker comes forth when the heart, head, and hands are 
working together in unison. Our intimate and personal approach includes sound theological training, robust professional and studio 
practicum, and applied spiritual formation under the guidance of a close-knit community of Christian makers. 

We want to equip makers to take up their calling with greater confidence and competence. Often, Christians struggle with how to be 
both an artist and a follower of Christ. Perhaps you have felt and even now feel this way? We want to share with you how this tension 
simply does not hold. Our program was built out of a desire to see creative believers like you free from what we suggest is a false 
dilemma.

At the Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology, you will find an integration of art and theology both in theory and practice. We provide 
a program that promotes a comprehensive theological approach to making by studying Christian exemplars in the past and present and 
by plumbing the depths of Christian thought on how to make things with excellence to the glory of God. Indeed this is what makes the 
Maker Institute uncompromising and unique in the landscape of art, faith, and theology.

Mission Statement
The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology develops Gospel-gripped, theologically minded, adept culture makers who faithfully seek 
to glorify Christ in all things.

Our Commitment
You are not alone in your longing for sound theology and robust making. The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology (MISAT) is here to 
help you grow in both. The Maker Institute exists for Christians looking for sound theology, robust support, and artistic makerly training 
through hybrid learning and long-term multi-generational community building. We exist to support, care for, and train generations of 
Christians who are artists, designers, performers, writers, curators, and makers of all kinds to do the work God has called them to do.

Non-Profit Status
The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology (The Maker Institute) is a 501(c)3 non-profit that seeks to equip Christians in Art and 
Culture, making for the work of Glorifying Christ in all things.

Maker Institute Core Competency Vision Statement
At the Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology, we envision a community of Christian artists, makers, and designers who are 
passionately committed to integrating their faith with their creative practice. Our vision is to cultivate a generation of artists who 
embody the following core competencies:

Visionary Imaginativity: Our Makers embrace imaginative and innovative ideas that reflect Christ-honoring creativity. They 
communicate their vision through various media, inspiring others with their sanctified artistic expressions.

Intrinsic Motivation: Driven by a deep love for Christ and a commitment to His call, our Makers pursue excellence in their craft with a 
steadfast dedication to continuous personal and professional growth.

Effective Communication: Our community values clear and compelling communication of ideas through spoken, written, and visual 
mediums, ensuring that their artistic expressions resonate with clarity and impact.

Missional Focus: Creating art with a greater purpose, our Makers contribute to the mission of the Church, engaging in contextual 
missiology, apologetics, evangelism, worship, and the optimistic promotion and display of Christ’s likeness in the world.
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Collaborative Teamwork: Reflecting the unity and diversity of the Trinitarian God of the Holy Bible, our Makers excel in teamwork, 
enhancing collective projects with their unique gifts and shared vision.

Resilience and Perseverance: Our Makers demonstrate unwavering faith and dedication, persisting through creative challenges, 
criticism, and obstacles and continually producing work that glorifies God.

Adaptability and Flexibility: Rooted in a Biblical worldview, our artists are adaptable and discerning, responding wisely to new tools, 
techniques, and trends while staying true to their Christian principles.

Relationship Building: Our Makers cultivate environments of collaboration and mutual encouragement by fostering strong, supportive 
relationships within the artistic community and the broader Church family.

Faith-Filled Integration: Our Makers ensure their work is rich in theological truth and meaning and aligned with their faith, creating 
aesthetically rich works deeply rooted in their Christian beliefs.

Emotional Maturity: Grounded in Christ-like character, our artists manage their emotions and respond to their audience’s ontological, 
Biblical, and, subsequently, emotional needs with compassion and understanding.

Spirit-led Vitality: Maintaining a vibrant personal walk of repentance and faith with Christ our Lord and His people energized by 
the Holy Spirit, our Makers are inspired and energized by their relationship with Christ, which informs and transforms their creative 
practice.

Time Management: Exemplifying efficiency and productivity, our artists effectively manage their time, prioritize tasks, and meet 
deadlines, ensuring the successful completion of their projects.

Curiosity and Love of Learning: Driven by a continuous desire to grow in their faith and artistic skills, our Makers engage in lifelong 
learning rooted in studying Scripture and exploring God’s creation.

Project Completion Resilience: With determination and resilience, our Makers see their projects through to completion, overcoming 
obstacles and maintaining motivation until their work is finished.

Skill Building and Formal Understanding: Committed to continuous improvement, our Makers pursue opportunities to enhance their 
technical proficiency, conceptual thinking, and artistic expression.

Christ-likeness in Humility and Love: Imitating Christ’s humility and love, our Makers interact with grace, compassion, and a servant’s 
heart, reflecting these virtues in all aspects of their work and life.

Character Development: Rooted in Christ-likeness and the fruit of the Holy Spirit, our Makers grow in character traits such as love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, embodying the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.

By cultivating these competencies, the Maker Institute aims to foster a holistic environment where faith, theology, the individual, 
community, and creativity intersect, empowering Makers to make a meaningful impact on the Kingdom of God in their communities 
and beyond.

MISAT Core Competencies Descriptions, Integration and Benchmarks for Fellows evaluations and 
development plan.

MISAT Core Competencies for  Maker Fellows:
Visionary Imaginativity:
•	 Description: The ability to conceive Imaginative and innovative tangible outcomes that flow from a Christian frame can be 

surprisingly fresh to the makers themselves, if not to larger constituencies, and effectively communicate a vision through visual, 
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written, and sonic media.
•	 Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute’s commitment to excellence and innovation, this Competency emphasizes 

Imaginative art that reflects Christ-honoring creativity and purpose from a continually sanctified growing follower of Jesus (out of 
the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks as does the art.

•	 Benchmark: Ability to generate and communicate imaginative ideas that reflect Christian creativity and purpose.

Intrinsic Motivation:
•	 Description: They have a strong personal drive and commitment to excellence in their craft, fueled by love for Christ and a 

response of obedience to His call on their lives. They also possess an enduring affinity for faith, theology, and art.
•	 Integration: The Maker Institute’s encouragement of self-driven learning and passion for one’s craft underscores this Competency, 

promoting continuous personal and professional growth as we move from one degree of Glory to another.
•	 Benchmark: Demonstrates a strong personal drive and commitment to excellence fueled by faith.

Effective Communication:
•	 Description: The skill to clearly and compellingly convey ideas, concepts, and messages through spoken lectures, talks, written 

works, and various visual media, including digital, print, and mixed media.
•	 Integration: Echoing the Maker Institute’s emphasis on clarity and impact, this Competency focuses on the artist’s ability to 

communicate effectively through their person and work.
•	 Benchmark: Ability to clearly convey ideas through various media. 

Missional Focus:
•	 Description: Creating art that serves a greater purpose, such as contextual missiology, apologetics, general humanization 

(Promoting and reflecting Christ’s likeness and His plan for Image of God bearers), evangelism (by declaring and pointing to 
what is true), worship, and understanding the role of art in the mission of the church as it increases under the Lordship of Christ 
complimenting the fulfillment of the great commission. 

•	 Integration: Aligning with the Maker Institute’s mission to integrate faith, theology, and practice, this Competency emphasizes art 
that contributes to the Kingdom’s mission’s wide-reaching and diverse needs, all as it relates to the Great Commission.

•	 Benchmark: Creation of art that serves purposes like evangelism, worship, and contextual missiology.

Collaborative Teamwork:
•	 Description: The ability to work well with other artists, designers, and relevant stakeholders, contributing to and enhancing 

collective projects.
•	 Integration: Reflecting the Maker Institute’s Trinitarian Gospel culture, this Competency highlights the importance of unity and 

diversity expressed in teamwork and shared vision in artistic endeavors.
•	 Benchmark: Ability to work well with others and enhance collective projects.

Resilience and Perseverance:
•	 Description: The capacity to persist through creative blocks, criticism, and other challenges while maintaining faith and trust in 

Christ with Gratitude while tending to the work set before them as makers. 
•	 Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute’s support for personal and professional resilience, this Competency emphasizes the 

importance of perseverance in facing challenges.
•	 Benchmark: Capacity to persist through challenges while maintaining faith and dedication.

Adaptability and Flexibility:
•	 Description: The ability to adapt to new tools and techniques and employ wise biblical prudence to test the spirits of the day 

against the Scriptures and thereby assess, discern, and respond to challenges from trends in the art and design world. The ability 
to give feedback to changing project requirements while keeping sight of what is primary as Christians, God’s will for our lives to be 
grateful in all things.

•	 Integration: Mirroring the Maker Institute’s value of continuous innovation, this Competency focuses on the artist’s ability to 
remain grounded in Christ, rooted in a Biblical worldview, while flexible and adaptable in a dynamic environment.

•	 Benchmark: Ability to adapt to new tools and trends while staying grounded in a Biblical worldview.

Relationship Building:
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•	 Description: Developing and maintaining positive relationships with clients, patrons, fellow artists, and the broader community, 
fostering an environment of support and collaboration.

•	 Integration: Reflecting the Maker Institute’s community-centric “Know and Be Known” approach, this Competency underscores 
the importance of building strong, supportive Church family relationships within the artistic community and the broader context 
in which Christ has planted you.

•	 Benchmark: Ability to develop and maintain positive relationships within the community.

Faith-Filled Integration:
•	 Description: Ensuring that their art reflects and is integrated with their faith, creating works that are not only aesthetically 

pleasing and suggestion-rich but also formally, functionally, and conceptually meaningful.
•	 Integration: Aligning with the Maker Institute’s mission to blend theology, faith, and practice, this Competency emphasizes the 

integration of True spirituality (as we see in Francis Scheaffer’s text ) and artistic expression, effects, and effects.
•	 Benchmark: Ensuring art is integrated with and reflects faith.

Emotional Maturity:
•	 Description: The ability to understand and manage their own emotions amid disagreements and sympathize with and respond to 

their audience’s biblical and emotional needs from the basis of Christ-like Character.
•	 Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute’s focus on personal growth and understanding, this Competency highlights the 

importance of emotional intelligence being brought under the Lordship of Christ with dependence on Biblical Truth as the 
foundation of and in artistic practice and its wide-ranging significance in helping and, more often than not, hindering makers.

•	 Benchmark: Understanding and managing emotions effectively in artistic practice.

Spirit-led Vitality:
•	 Description: Maintaining a solid and vibrant personal life in Christ marked by prayer and dependence on God for life and 

Godliness, and the work of the Holy Spirit energizing focus on Christ, repentance, and faith, thereby informing and inspiring their 
artistic practice and ensuring their work is grounded in their faith.

•	 Integration: This Competency focuses on the importance of a vibrant spiritual life in creative work. Reflecting the Maker Institute’s 
emphasis on a holistic approach to dialing in each maker’s heart, head, and hands so that Christ leads to humble and healthy 
believers. 

•	 Benchmark: Maintaining a strong and vibrant personal spiritual life.

Time Management:
•	 Description: The ability to effectively manage time, prioritize tasks, and meet deadlines, ensuring productivity and the successful 

completion of projects.
•	 Integration: Mirroring the Maker Institute’s value of efficiency and productivity, this Competency emphasizes the importance of 

effective time management in artistic endeavors.
•	 Benchmark: Effective management of time and prioritization of tasks.

Curiosity and love of learning: 
•	 Description: A continuous desire to learn and grow, particularly in reading and studying the Bible, growing in Spirit-filled 

Character, growing in Holiness, while curious for the good creation God has given us to make much out of. 
•	 Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute’s commitment to lifelong learning, this Competency focuses on the artist’s dedication 

to continuous personal and professional development.
•	 Benchmark: Continuous desire to learn and grow in faith and art.

Project Completion Resilience:
•	 Description: Demonstrating resilience and determination to see projects through to completion, overcoming obstacles, and 

maintaining motivation until the work is done.
•	 Integration: Reflecting the Maker Institute’s support for perseverance and tenacity, this Competency emphasizes the importance 

of seeing projects through to completion.
•	 Benchmark: Demonstrating resilience and determination to complete projects.

Skill Building and Formal Understanding:
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•	 Description: Actively pursuing opportunities to develop and enhance their artistic skills, including technical proficiency, 
conceptual thinking, and artistic expression, while not divorcing these aspects from form and modality.

•	 Integration: Echoing the Maker Institute’s dedication to skill development, this Competency focuses on continuous improvement 
and proficient fluency of the artist’s practice.

•	 Benchmark: Actively developing and enhancing artistic skills.

Christ-likeness in Humility and Love:
•	 Description: Imitating Christ’s humility and love in interactions with others, demonstrating grace, compassion, and a servant’s 

heart in all aspects of their work and life.
•	 Integration: Reflecting the Maker Institute’s mission to cultivate Christ-like character, this Competency emphasizes the 

importance of humility and love as foundational virtues for Christian artists and designers.
•	 Benchmark: Imitating Christ’s humility and love in all aspects of work and life.

Character Development:
•	 Description: Rooted in Christ-likeness and the fruit of the Holy Spirit, this Competency involves growing in character traits such as 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
•	 Integration: Aligning with the Maker Institute’s mission to foster holistic growth, this Competency underscores the importance 

of developing a Christ-like character that reflects Jesus’s nature and the transformative power of the Holy Spirit in personal and 
professional life.

•	 Benchmark: Growing in character traits such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control.

This enhanced list of competencies aims to provide a well-rounded assessment framework for Christian Visual Artists and Designers. It 
integrates the Maker Institute’s values and mission to promote personal and Christ-honoring excellence.

The Maker Institute Community
The Maker Institute is a community of individuals committed to following Christ. We aim to create integrated, biblically-centered 
learning experiences that promote the holistic development of all our Fellows. We hope that as you engage with our community, you 
will be empowered, transformed, and thrive both during your time here at Maker and after you graduate.

We believe that Jesus’ command to “love your neighbor as yourself” is the foundation for working together. We also hold that genuine 
community is born out of Spirit-enabled Fruit.

We desire all MISAT Fellows to:
•	 Live with integrity, in word and deed
•	 Accept responsibility for their actions and words
•	 Practice confession and forgiveness
•	 Attempt to live in reconciled relationships
•	 Submit to biblical instruction

As men and women of MISAT, we do not ask each other to be perfect people but rather to be people who pursue growth in our personal, 
relational Christian lives through repentance of sin and faith in the Lord Jesus. At MISAT, we consider any instance of violating our 
Community Standards and other policies that govern behavior as a breach of integrity. Every member of our community has willingly 
decided to be a part of MISAT and to abide by these standards. We aim to assist you in your development and progress by supporting 
you and providing resources when necessary. Also, we will hold you accountable, if required, to help you grow.

Staying Informed
At the Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology, staying informed is key to your success. We utilize various communication channels, 
including email, newsletters, and our Learning Management System (LMS), to keep you updated on important announcements, events, 
and academic resources. Be sure to check your email regularly, explore our newsletter for valuable insights and updates, and engage 
with our LMS for course materials and discussions. By staying informed, you’ll stay connected with our vibrant community and make the 
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most of your educational journey with us.

a.     LMS 
Our learning management system will be home base for many of your courses, assignments, and will be integral in your communication 
with faculty, staff, and other Fellows. Communication that originates from our LMS will be accompanied by an email notification. Please 
make sure that you check your spam or junk mail folder in the case that these notifications are not being seen in your main inbox.
b.     Check email
It is understood that students will check their email often and respond to any questions from faculty or staff. While there is no 
expectation of immediate replies, it is expected that Fellows and MISAT faculty and staff will reply to email in a timely manner.  
c.     Newsletter
Our newsletter contains information that is pertinent to life at MISAT, but will also contain information that can enrich your experience. 
You are automatically signed up for this list upon your agreement to attend MISAT. Just like with LMS notifications, please check your 
spam or junk mail folder if you are not seeing our newsletters. 

MISAT Annual Calendar and Bulletin
At the Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology, our annual Calendar and Bulletin serve as indispensable resources for students, faculty, 
and staff. The Calendar provides a comprehensive overview of important dates, including academic deadlines, events, and holidays, 
ensuring that you can plan your schedule effectively. These dates are established before the start of each academic year, but unforeseen 
circumstances do arise, so these dates are subject to change. In the event of a change, timely notification will be given so that all 
students may make the proper arrangements. 

The Bulletin offers valuable information about academic programs, policies, and resources, keeping you informed about key 
developments within our institution. The bulletin acts as your guide for your time at MISAT. It outlines the courses and rhythms that will 
form the backbone of your experience. This document can be seen like a contract, where the expected Maker experience is presented so 
that Fellows, faculty, and staff can all understand all the expectations of your time at MISAT.

Whether you’re a student embarking on your educational journey or a faculty member guiding the next generation of artists and 
theologians, our Calendar and Bulletin are essential companions on your path to success.

a.     Calendar key dates
b.     Bulletin contains information about MISAT policy and programs offered

MISAT Curriculum
At the Maker Institute, our curriculum is carefully crafted to provide a comprehensive and immersive learning experience for all 
students, regardless of their level or studio focus. Comprising a core of six academic courses, four studio courses, and four elective 
courses, our program offers a robust foundation in both theoretical knowledge and practical skills. This curriculum will feel familiar in 
some ways to past academic experiences, but the goal of our curriculum is holistic growth under the Lordship of Christ Jesus.

Our classes are designed to be flexible, offering both online instruction and in-person intensives in Richmond, Virginia. This hybrid 
approach allows students to engage with the material in a way that suits their individual learning preferences and schedules.

The Maker Institute’s program is structured as a rigorous three-year intensive, reflecting our belief that education should be integrated 
into everyday life rather than separate from it. We recognize that true learning occurs when knowledge is internalized and applied in 
real-life contexts, such as church, work, family, and community involvement. There is no expectation that Fellows will stop their lives 
or make massive changes to focus on our program. Just like your studio or professional practice, MISAT is about learning to integrate 
what you do into the reality of the life we are called to have in Christ.Drawing inspiration from the example of Jesus and his disciples, 
as well as the apostle Paul’s three years of learning before embarking on his ministry, we believe that three years provides ample time 
for students to fully absorb and implement the principles taught in our program. Our goal is to equip students not only with academic 
knowledge but also with the skills and mindset needed to make a meaningful impact in their communities and professions.

As our students progress through the Maker Institute curriculum, we are excited to witness their growth and development as artists, 
theologians, and leaders. We look forward to seeing how they apply the lessons learned during their time with us to their future careers 



Maker Institute
OF STUDIO ART + THEOLOGY

-

and practices, ultimately contributing to the enrichment of the Church and society as a whole.

a.     Fall
b.     Spring
c.     Summer

 Studio Focal Areas
At the Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology, we offer a diverse range of Studio Focal Areas designed to cater to the unique interests 
and talents of our students. Whether your passion lies in visual arts, writing, culinary arts, performing arts, or media production, our 
Studio Focal Areas provide specialized training and resources to help you excel in your chosen field.

Our Studio Focal Areas include:
•	 2-D Studio: Explore the world of two-dimensional art, including drawing, painting, printmaking, and digital art.
•	 3-D Studio: Dive into the realm of three-dimensional art, encompassing sculpture, ceramics, installation art, and more.
•	 Design: Develop an integrated understanding of communication and visual form as a means to enrich, enhance, and enable visual 

culture to the glory of God. 
•	 Church Media (full cohorts launching fall 2026): Learn how to create compelling multimedia content for churches, including 

videos, graphics, and digital presentations.
•	 Creative Writing (Full cohorts launching fall 2026): Hone your writing skills and unleash your creativity through courses in fiction, 

poetry, non-fiction, and scriptwriting.
•	 Culinary Arts and Hospitality (Full cohorts launching fall 2027): Delve into the world of culinary arts and hospitality management, 

mastering the art of cooking, baking, and hospitality service.
•	 Curation and Art Writing (full cohorts launching fall 2026): Gain insight into the art world through courses in art history, curation, 

and art criticism, preparing you for careers in museums, galleries, and arts administration.
•	 Performing Arts (full cohorts launching 2026): Develop your talents in acting, dancing, singing, and stagecraft, honing your skills 

for the stage and screen.
•	 Photography and Film (full cohorts launching 2026): Explore the art of visual storytelling through courses in photography, 

filmmaking, and video production, learning how to capture and convey compelling narratives through images and film. 

No matter which Studio Focal Area you choose, you’ll receive personalized instruction from experienced faculty members who are 
dedicated to helping you reach your full potential as an artist and a scholar. Our Studio Focal Areas are designed to foster creativity, 
critical thinking, and spiritual growth, preparing you for a fulfilling career in the arts and beyond.

Centers for Creative Practice
At the Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology, we are proud to offer Centers for Creative Practice, one-year  programs designed to 
provide focused training and practical experience in specific areas of creative practice. These centers are dedicated to integrating faith, 
art, and technology, equipping students to engage with culture and society in meaningful ways.

Our Centers for Creative Practice include:

•	 The Center for Christ, Creativity, and Business (launching 2025): This center focuses on exploring the intersection of faith, 
creativity, and entrepreneurship. Students in this program will learn how to apply biblical principles to business practices, develop 
creative solutions to real-world challenges, and cultivate a spirit of innovation in their professional endeavors.

•	 The Center for Christ, Music, and Song Crafting (launching 2024): This center is dedicated to the study and practice of music as a 
form of worship and expression. Students will have the opportunity to deepen their understanding of music theory, composition, 
and performance, while also exploring the theological significance of music in the Christian tradition.

•	 The Center for Christ, Humanity, and Technology (launching 2025): This technology boot camp offers intensive training in the 
latest digital tools and technologies, with a focus on ethical considerations and the impact of technology on society. Students will 
learn how to harness the power of technology for the common good, while also exploring how their faith informs their approach to 
technological innovation.

•	
Each Center for Creative Practice provides a supportive learning environment where students can grow both personally and 
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professionally. Through hands-on projects, mentorship from experienced faculty members, and opportunities for collaboration with 
peers, students will develop the skills and knowledge they need to make a positive impact in their chosen field.

Core Courses
At the Maker Institute, we offer a comprehensive curriculum designed to equip our students with a deep understanding of both 
the biblical narrative and the theological foundations of art. Our core courses provide a solid framework for students to explore the 
intersections of faith, creativity, and culture. Here’s a summary of our core courses:

•	 BIBN 101 – The Biblical Narrative I (4 credits) 
This course provides an overview of the Old Testament narrative framework, highlighting key features and how they have shaped 
God’s people throughout history. Students will gain insight into the unified story of the Bible, leading to Jesus Christ. 

•	 BIBN 102 – The Biblical Narrative II (4 credits) 
Building on the foundation laid in BIBN 101, this course explores the New Testament narrative framework and the centrality of 
Christ in understanding our past, present, and future. Students will learn how to live faithfully in light of Christ’s redemptive work. 

•	 THOA 101 – The Theology of Art I (4 credits) 
The Theology of Art I introduces students to the vast conversation surrounding art, theology, philosophy, and culture-making. 
Through assigned readings and reflective papers, students will engage with historical and contemporary perspectives on the role 
of art in the Church. 

•	 THOA 102 – The Theology of Art II (4 credits) 
This course delves deeper into the diverse perspectives on art within the Church and encourages students to develop a solid 
theological grounding for their artistic practice. Students will critically examine assumptions and seek clarity in their thinking. 

•	 THOA 201 – The Theology of Art III (4 credits) 
Building on the theological foundation established in previous courses, The Theology of Art III explores doctrine and biblical 
theology as they relate to artistic expression. Students will gain confidence in engaging with theological conversations and 
understanding their own theological assumptions. 

•	 THOA 202 – The Theology of Art IV (4 credits) 
In the final course of the series, students will revisit key authors and texts from earlier courses, deepening their understanding and 
solidifying their convictions. Emphasis is placed on confidence in both theological understanding and artistic practice, preparing 
students for their future endeavors beyond the Maker Institute. 

Through these core courses, students will develop a comprehensive understanding of the biblical narrative and theological principles 
that inform their artistic expression and engagement with culture.

 Studio Courses
At the Maker Institute, we offer a series of studio courses designed to complement our core curriculum and provide hands-on 
experience in various aspects of creative practice. Here’s a summary of our studio courses:

•	 SFND 101 – Studio Practices I (1.5 credits) 
This course introduces students to the theology of making and provides a broad understanding of key categories of creative 
practice. Students will explore various fields and begin to develop foundational skills. 

•	 SFND 102 – Professional Practices I (1.5 credits) 
Professional Practices I integrates strategies for success in creative careers, focusing on essential skills and goal-setting across 
different social contexts. Students will gain practical insights to navigate the professional landscape with confidence. 

•	 SFND 103 – The Critique (1.5 credits) 
The Critique equips students with practical tools for better observation, analysis, and communication in response to artistic work. 
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Students will learn to engage in constructive critique and apply feedback to their own practice. 

•	 SFND 104 – Studio Practices II (1.5 credits) 
Building on Studio Practices I, this course delves deeper into the application of makerly know-how within specific fields and skill 
levels. Students will refine their craft and develop a deeper understanding of their chosen discipline. 

•	 SFND 105 – Professional Practices II (1.5 credits) 
Professional Practices II explores advanced strategies and practices specific to studio practitioners. Emphasis is placed on soft skills 
development and adapting to evolving professional landscapes. 

•	 SFND 106 – Professional Communication (1.5 credits) 
This course focuses on effective communication in various professional contexts, including writing, public speaking, and 
presenting. Students will learn to communicate their ideas clearly and confidently. 

•	 STUD 101 – Exploration I (1.5 credits) 
Exploration I is a summer course that encourages students to explore themes and develop a culminating project under the 
guidance of experienced mentors. The project will be presented at the annual conference and exhibition. 

•	 STUD 102 – Exploration II (1.5 credits) 
Building on Exploration I, this course guides students in refining their project ideas and developing a proposal for their final 
project presentation. Students will receive feedback and support as they prepare for their final year. 

•	 STUD 201 – Development I (1.5 credits) 
In the second year, students focus on developing a project within their chosen area of focus. Development I helps students apply 
learned strategies and refine their creative and technical skills. 

•	 STUD 202 – Development II (1.5 credits) 
As projects near completion, students receive feedback and make revisions to their work. This course emphasizes timely decision-
making and the refinement of project details. 

•	 STUD 203 – Exhibition I (1.5 credits) 
In the final summer, students present their work at a comprehensive exhibition open to the public. They apply their studio and 
professional skills to oversee every aspect of the exhibition process. 

•	 STUD 204 – Exhibition II (1.5 credits) 
Following the exhibition, students receive feedback and make adjustments to their projects. They then secure exhibition venues 
and present their work to their local church community and the broader culture.

Through these studio courses, students gain valuable hands-on experience and develop the skills needed to succeed as creative 
practitioners in their chosen field.

Studio Practice Electives
•	 SPRA 201 – Topics in Art & Theology (3 credits) 

Available in semesters one and two of year two, Topics in Art & Theology will serve as electives. These electives will occur both as 
self-directed courses with Materials ranging from Maker published written content that works with and in complement to Audio 
and some Visual. When possible, guest faculty will be brought in to teach on an area of relevant research. Topics will cover a vast 
range and material that will enrich many issues that cannot be covered in depth through our core studios. New Electives will be 
added each year, as these courses will also remain open to all Maker Institute alumni. 

•	 SPRA 202 – Topics in Art & Theology (3 credits) 
Available in semesters one and two of year two, Topics in Art & Theology will serve as electives. These electives will occur both as 
self-directed courses with Materials ranging from Maker published written content that works with and in complement to Audio 
and some Visual. When possible, guest faculty will be brought in to teach on an area of relevant research. Topics will cover a vast 
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range and material that will enrich many issues that cannot be covered in depth through our core studios. New electives are 
continually added, and these courses are open to Maker Institute alumni. 

Computer Specifications:
Minimum Requirements:
Operating System: Windows 10 or macOS 10.13 or later
Processor: Intel Core i3 or AMD Ryzen 3 (or equivalent)
RAM: 4 GB
Storage: 128 GB SSD or HDD
Graphics: Integrated graphics card
Webcam: Built-in or external webcam
Microphone: Built-in or external microphone
Display: 13-inch screen or larger with at least 720p resolution
Recommended Requirements:
Operating System: Windows 10 or macOS 10.15 or later
Processor: Intel Core i5 or AMD Ryzen 5 (or equivalent)
RAM: 8 GB or higher
Storage: 256 GB SSD
Graphics: Dedicated graphics card (NVIDIA GeForce GTX 1050 or AMD Radeon RX 560)
Webcam: 1080p resolution with autofocus
Microphone: External microphone with noise cancellation
Display: 15-inch screen or larger with at least 1080p resolution

Internet Connection:
Minimum Requirements:
Download Speed: 3 Mbps
Upload Speed: 1 Mbps
Connection Type: Broadband (DSL, Cable, Fiber)
Router: Standard Wi-Fi router (802.11n or newer)
Frequency: Dual-band (2.4 GHz and 5 GHz)
Ping/Latency: Below 150 ms
Recommended Requirements:
Download Speed: 10 Mbps or higher
Upload Speed: 5 Mbps or higher
Connection Type: Fiber-optic or Cable
Router: Wi-Fi 5 (802.11ac) or Wi-Fi 6 (802.11ax) router
Frequency: Wi-Fi 5 or Wi-Fi 6 for faster and more stable connection
Ping/Latency: Below 50 ms for real-time interaction without delays
Having a computer within these recommended specifications and a stable internet connection will ensure smooth audio-visual 
communication and interaction during Zoom classes. Students can choose the option that fits their budget and preferences, ranging 
from basic requirements to higher-end configurations for optimal performance.

Intensive Lodging Options
For Maker Institute Intensives, we provide several lodging options to accommodate the diverse needs of our participants:

•	 Host Home: Experience the warmth of local hospitality by staying with a host family during your intensive. Host homes offer a 
welcoming environment where you can immerse yourself in the local community and culture.

•	 Airbnb: Explore a variety of accommodation options through Airbnb, ranging from private rooms to entire homes. With flexible 
choices located near our intensive venues, Airbnb offers personalized lodging experiences tailored to your preferences.

•	 Hotel Recommendations: If you prefer a more traditional lodging experience, we offer recommendations for nearby hotels. These 
establishments provide comfortable amenities and convenient access to our intensive locations, ensuring a restful stay during your 
time with us.
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No matter your preference or budget, we strive to provide lodging options that enhance your Maker Institute experience, allowing you 
to focus on learning, creating, and connecting with fellow makers.

Academic Policies
Absences and Attendance
•	 Attendance Expectations: Fellows are expected to attend all classes, lectures, and academic activities regularly and punctually. 

Attendance is essential for fellowship and community building and, ultimately, the growth and success of each attending Fellow, 
as well as engagement with course material and your time with us at MISAT. 

•	 Reporting Absences: In the event of illness or other circumstances preventing attendance, Fellows must promptly notify their 
instructors or relevant mentors.

Academic Integrity
•	 Honor Code: The Maker Institute upholds the highest standards of integrity. As Christians seek to grow in their faith and Christ-

likeness, the Maker Institute expects Fellows to conduct themselves with honesty, integrity, and respect for intellectual property in 
all educational endeavors. 

•	 Plagiarism and Cheating: Any form of academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, cheating on works of art, or falsifying research, 
is strictly prohibited and will result in disciplinary action.

Fellowship Requirements
•	 Fellowship Levels: Our program is broken down into Foundation Fellows, Graduate Fellows, and Professional Fellows. Each will 

receive instruction, mentorship, and constructive feedback according to their given experience level post-High school while 
attending art and theology courses and Old and New Testament courses together for a unique learning experience. 

•	 Criteria: The academic catalog outlines specific criteria for each fellowship level. The Maker Institute offers a three-year Fellowship 
program for artists, designers, and makers of all kinds seeking to deepen their studio practice and relationship with Christ. 
Through in-depth mentorship and teaching, the Maker Institute focuses on an individual’s heart, head, and hands, realizing that 
each part contributes to the richness of human flourishing. This holistic approach enables students to use their skills and talents as 
makers with clarity and excellence to advance Christ’s kingdom in their homes, churches, cities, and beyond.  

•	 Advancement: Over a Semester, you will work through intro courses built around your fellowship level. Over a year, you will 
progress from foundational groundwork in your thought and makerly practices into the summer when you develop second-year 
studio-based ideation regarding your making sphere.  
 
You will develop this work over year two, as it pertains to your particular calling, while you take your second-year art and theology 
classes and various second-year electives. In year three, you will not have classes; you will be assigned to mentor a year one Fellow 
(as teaching helps to reinforce what you are learning, which is vital), and you will be receiving studio mentorship as you work to 
develop the work of your hands into a culminating work/project that will be exhibited at our annual Maker Conference at the end 
of year three. 
 
Year Three will allow fellows ample time to process the study of years one and two while affording students time to review courses 
and readings for deeper investigation as fellows see relevance to their year three studio project.  
 
A wider community of Christians will convene to experience the conference focus for the year and your cumulative project. 
Upon completion of this work, you will be given evaluative feedback; once this has been completed and your work has been 
documented, you will receive a final round evaluation and your certificate of completion. 

“It’s Not Good for Man to Be Alone” Policy
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At the Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology, we recognize the importance of community and accountability in fostering holistic 
growth and development, particularly for Christians pursuing careers in the arts and makerly spheres. Inspired by Genesis 2:18, the 
biblical principle that “it is not good for man to be alone,” we have developed the “It’s Not Good for Man to Be Alone” policy to emphasize 
the value of small cohorts and personalized feedback in nurturing our students’ artistic and spiritual journey. We find it significant that 
God leveled this point about man even before sin entered the picture. 

•	 Purpose: The primary purpose of this policy is to promote a sense of belonging, collaboration, and accountability among students, 
faculty, and mentors within our community. By forming small cohorts and providing personalized feedback, we aim to create an 
environment where students can thrive academically, artistically, and in their walks with Christ.

Key Components:
•	 Small Cohorts: Students will be grouped into small cohorts consisting of peers, faculty members, and mentors who share similar 

interests, goals, and areas of study. These cohorts will serve as support systems, providing instruction, mutual encouragement, 
feedback, and accountability throughout the academic year. 

•	 Personalized Feedback: Each student will receive personalized feedback on their work from faculty members, mentors, and fellow 
cohort members. This feedback will be tailored to the individual’s artistic style, goals, and areas for growth, fostering a deeper 
understanding of their craft and encouraging continuous improvement. 

•	 Regular Check-Ins: Cohort members will participate in regular check-ins, either in person or virtually, to discuss progress, 
challenges, and goals. These check-ins will provide opportunities for students to receive guidance, support, and prayer from their 
peers and mentors, strengthening their sense of community and connection. 

•	 Collaborative Projects: Cohorts will have the opportunity to collaborate on projects, exhibitions, and events, allowing students to 
learn from one another, share resources, and showcase their collective talents. These collaborative endeavors will foster a spirit of 
teamwork, creativity, and innovation within the community. 

•	 Implementation: Upon enrollment, students will be assigned to small cohorts based on their artistic interests, academic goals, 
and personal preferences and three year  individual development plan.

Cohort members will meet regularly throughout the academic year to engage in discussions, critiques, and collaborative activities.
Faculty members and mentors will provide ongoing support, guidance, and feedback to cohort members, both individually and 
collectively.

The Maker Institute will facilitate opportunities for cohorts to showcase their work, participate in exhibitions, and engage with the 
broader artistic community.

Benefits:
•	 Enhanced Accountability: Small cohorts promote accountability and mutual support among students, fostering a culture of 

excellence and diligence in artistic practice. 

•	 Personalized Growth: Individualized feedback allows students to receive tailored guidance and support, enabling them to 
develop their artistic skills and express their unique voices. 

•	 Community Building: Cohorts provide a sense of belonging and camaraderie, fostering meaningful relationships and 
collaborative opportunities among students, faculty, and mentors. 

•	 Spiritual Encouragement: The “It’s Not Good for Man to Be Alone” policy emphasizes the importance of spiritual growth and 
support within the artistic community, encouraging students to grow in faith alongside their artistic pursuits.

At the Maker Institute, we believe that by embracing the principles of community, accountability, and personalized feedback, students 
can cultivate their artistic talents and deepen their relationship with God in a supportive and enriching environment.
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Hybrid Online Courses
•	 Format: Hybrid online courses blend online instruction with face-to-face meetings or synchronous virtual sessions. These courses 

offer flexibility while maintaining opportunities for real-time interaction and engagement. 

•	 Participation: Active participation in online discussions, assignments, and virtual meetings is required to complete hybrid online 
courses successfully.

 Zoom Class and Mentorship Conduct Policy
1. Introduction
At the Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology, we believe in cultivating Christ-like character and behavior in all aspects of our 
academic endeavors, including online learning. This Christ-Centered Zoom Class Conduct Policy serves as a guide for fellows to conduct 
themselves in a manner that reflects the values of loving neighbor as the self. That way, Christ commanded and demonstrated through 
His life, death, burial, and resurrection. 

2. General Conduct
Christ-Like Respect: Fellows are called to treat instructors and fellow classmates with love, respect, and dignity. Disruptive, disrespectful, 
or offensive behavior is incompatible with our Christian values and will not be tolerated. Passionate conversation and dialogue are 
welcomed. 

•	 Participation with Purpose: Fellows are encouraged to actively engage in Zoom classes with a spirit of humility and a desire to 
learn and grow. By participating thoughtfully and constructively, Fellows can honor God and contribute to the edification of the 
learning community. 

•	 Stewardship of Time: Recognizing that time is a gift from God, Fellows should honor their commitments by joining Zoom classes 
punctually and dedicating themselves fully to the learning process during the scheduled session.

3. Technical Guidelines
Tools for Service: Fellows should view their technological equipment and resources as tools for serving others and glorifying God. 
Fellows can steward these resources effectively by ensuring that their devices are in good working order and maintaining a reliable 
internet connection.

Minimizing Distractions: Creating a conducive environment for learning includes minimizing distractions and disruptions during Zoom 
classes. Fellows should strive to maintain a quiet, focused atmosphere and avoid engaging in activities that detract from the learning 
experience.

4. Communication
Grace-Filled Interaction: Written and verbal communication in Zoom classes should be characterized by grace, kindness, and humility, 
reflecting the love of Christ. Fellows should seek to build one another up through encouraging words and constructive feedback. This 
interaction extends to include correspondent text threads on our MISAT on-line learning platform, where written comments and 
dialogue happen and remain for the purposes of each Fellow receiving feedback.

Servant Leadership: Fellows are encouraged to use Zoom’s chat feature and hand-raising function to serve their classmates and 
instructors, fostering collaboration and respectful dialogue. All though we understand there will be times of passionate conversation.

5. Academic Integrity
Integrity in Christ: As followers of Christ, Fellows are called to uphold the highest standards of honesty and integrity in their academic 
pursuits. Cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty are contrary to the teachings of Jesus and will not be tolerated.
Faithful Stewardship: Fellows should approach Zoom classes as opportunities to responsibly steward their God-given gifts and talents, 
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striving for excellence in their academic endeavors and honoring the trust placed in them by their instructors and peers.

6. Dress Code
Modesty and Reverence: While participating in Zoom classes, students should dress in a manner that reflects reverence for God and 
respect for themselves and others. Modesty, cleanliness, and appropriateness should guide their choice of attire. Men and Women 
should present themselves in a manner consistent with how one might dress for Sunday gatherings or similar. Studio attire should, of 
course, be flexible to your given practice while maintaining a Christ-honoring modesty.

7. Enforcement
Restorative Discipline: In instances where this Christ-Centered Zoom Class Conduct Policy is violated, disciplinary action will be guided 
by principles of restorative justice and grace. Our aim is not punishment but restoration, reconciliation, and spiritual growth.

Prayerful Resolution: We encourage Fellows to approach conflicts and disagreements with humility and a spirit of reconciliation, 
seeking God’s wisdom and guidance in resolving disputes and restoring relationships within the community.

8. Conclusion
As Fellows of the Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology, we are called to emulate the character of Christ in all aspects of our lives, 
including our conduct in Zoom classes. By adhering to the principles outlined in this Zoom Class Conduct Policy, students can bear 
witness to the transformative power of the gospel and contribute to a learning environment that honors God and edifies His people.

In-person Intensives
Format: Our once-a-semester half-week and summer week-long intensives provide an immersive learning experience, combining 
lectures, workshops, and hands-on activities within a condensed time frame.
Attendance: Attendance at intensives is mandatory (unless cleared with faculty) and is equivalent to multiple class sessions. Students 
are expected to participate fully in all scheduled activities.

In-Person Intensive Class Conduct Policy

1. Introduction
The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology is committed to fostering a Christ-centered and respectful learning environment during in-
person intensive classes. This policy serves as a guide for students to conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the institute’s values 
and contributes to a positive and enriching experience for all participants.

2. General Conduct
Christ-Like Behavior: Fellows are expected to strive towards the fruit of the Spirit and Christ-likeness in all interactions during in-person 
intensives, treating instructors, staff, and classmates with love, kindness, and respect. We know none of us are perfect, so we also expect 
sin and, by God’s saving grace, the ability to forgive one another while bearing with one another when needed.

Active Participation: Active participation in class activities, studio sessions, lectures, and discussions is essential for maximizing the 
learning experience. Fellows should engage thoughtfully and contribute constructively to the learning community.

Punctuality: Timeliness is crucial for the smooth operation of in-person intensives. Fellows should arrive on time for all scheduled 
sessions and events, respecting the time and effort invested by instructors and fellow participants.

3. Class Schedule
Attendance: Attendance is mandatory for all class sessions, studio time, lectures, chapel services, field trips, and other scheduled events 
during the intensive. Any absences must be communicated to the instructor or program coordinator in advance.

Chapel Service: Participation in chapel services on Friday nights is encouraged as an opportunity for corporate community worship 
of our Lord and Savior and a time to reflect on what each sermon message brings to the Maker community. Fellows should approach 
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chapel services with reverence and attentiveness.

Field Trips and Studio Visits: Fellows should conduct themselves responsibly and respectfully during field trips and studio visits, 
adhering to the instructions provided by instructors and observing any guidelines or regulations at the visited locations.

4. Conduct in Common Areas
Respect for Facilities: Fellows are responsible for maintaining the cleanliness and orderliness of common areas, including classrooms, 
studios, dining areas, and recreational spaces. Any damages or disturbances should be reported promptly to the MISAT staff.

Studio Maintenance: Fellows are expected to contribute to maintaining studio spaces by keeping their work areas clean and organized. 
This includes properly storing art supplies, disposing of waste in designated receptacles, and following any specific guidelines provided 
by instructors for studio upkeep.

5. Social Events and Gatherings
Closing Party: The closing party on Saturday night is a time for celebration and fellowship. Fellows should engage in activities 
responsibly and respectfully, refraining from behavior that may disrupt the enjoyment of others.

Sunday Worship: Fellows are invited to participate in Sunday worship services to continue spiritual enrichment and community 
bonding. Attendance is optional, but you are invited and encouraged to join.

6. Compliance with Policies and Regulations
Compliance: Fellows are expected to comply with all institute policies, regulations, and guidelines outlined in the student handbook 
and communicated by MISAT staff. Any violations may result in disciplinary action.

Safety and Security: Fellows should prioritize their own and others’ safety at all times, following safety protocols, emergency procedures, 
and instructions from institute staff during in-person intensives.

7. Conclusion
By adhering to the principles outlined in this In-Person Intensive Class Conduct Policy, Fellows can contribute to a welcoming, 
respectful, and productive learning environment during their time at the Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology. This policy reflects 
our commitment to excellence, integrity, and Christian values in all aspects of our educational programs.

Honor Council
Purpose: The Honor Council upholds academic integrity and addresses the Maker institute’s honor code violations.

Membership: The Honor Council consists of faculty and select Church Membership representatives who review cases of alleged 
academic dishonesty and recommend appropriate sanctions.

Procedures: The Honor Council conducts fair and impartial hearings, affording Fellows due process rights and opportunities to present 
their cases.

Fellows Conduct Process
Disciplinary Procedures: The Maker Institute follows a fair and transparent process for addressing violations of community standards. 
The Fellows’s conduct process includes investigation, adjudication, and appropriate disciplinary sanctions.

Investigation and Resolution: Allegations of misconduct are thoroughly investigated, and the Fellows involved are provided with an 
opportunity to present their perspectives before disciplinary decisions are made.

Drug and Alcohol
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Policy: The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology maintains a drug-free and alcohol-free campus environment. Possession, use, or 
distribution of illegal drugs or alcohol is strictly prohibited.

Consequences: Violations of the drug and alcohol policy may result in disciplinary sanctions, including probation, suspension, or 
expulsion from the institute.

Bullying
Definition: Bullying behavior, including harassment, intimidation, or coercion of others, is incompatible with the values of the Maker 
Institute of Studio Art + Theology.

Reporting: Fellows who experience or witness bullying behavior are encouraged to report it to MISAT staff for investigation and 
intervention.

Community Threat
Safety Concerns: The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology  takes seriously and promptly addresses threats to the safety or well-
being of individuals within the community.

Reporting: Any perceived threats or concerns should be reported to local police authorities or MISAT staff immediately for assessment 
and response.

Dancing
Policy: The Maker Institute’s policy on dancing is informed by Reformed Christian principles and may include guidelines for appropriate 
forms of dance or limitations on dance-related activities.

Dissent and Disruption
Freedom of Expression: Fellows have the right to express dissenting opinions by the principles of academic freedom and free speech.

Disruptive Behavior: Disruptive behavior that interferes with the educational process or infringes upon the rights of others is subject to 
disciplinary action.

Dress Standard
Expectations: Fellows are expected to dress modestly, professionally, and in accordance with Christian values while on campus or 
attending institute-sponsored events.

Guidelines: Specific guidelines for acceptable attire may be provided to ensure compliance with dress standards.

Discrimination and Harassment
Policy: The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology prohibits discrimination, harassment, or bias-based misconduct based on race, 
gender, or religious denomination distinctions. If you have been accepted to MISAT, you are welcome here.

Reporting: Fellows who experience or witness discrimination or harassment are encouraged to report it to MISAT staff for investigation 
and remediation.

Dishonesty
Policy: Dishonest behavior, including- lying, cheating, or academic fraud, undermines the integrity of the educational community and is 
subject to disciplinary sanctions.

Academic Integrity: Upholding principles of honesty and integrity is essential to maintaining academic standards and fostering a 
culture of trust and respect.
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Entertainment Choices
Policy: Guidelines for appropriate entertainment choices and recreational activities on-site or at host homes reflect the values and 
expectations of the Maker Institute community.

Responsible Decision-Making: Fellows are encouraged to make responsible choices aligning with their values and commitments to 
Christian principles.

Failure to Comply
Compliance Expectations: Fellows must comply with all Institute policies, regulations, and directives from institute authorities or 
faculty members.

Consequences: Failure to comply with institute policies may result in disciplinary measures, including warnings, fines, probation, or 
suspension.

Fire Equipment
Safety Regulations: Tampering with or misusing fire equipment, including fire alarms, extinguishers, or emergency exits, poses serious 
safety risks and is strictly prohibited.

Consequences: Violating fire safety regulations may result in disciplinary sanctions, fines, or criminal charges.
Gambling

Policy: Gambling activities, including games of chance or wagering of money or valuables, are not permitted on Institute premises.

Hazing Policy
Definition: Hazing, defined as any activity or ritual that subjects individuals to humiliation, harassment, or physical harm as a condition 
of membership, is strictly prohibited.

Prevention: The Maker Institute is committed to preventing hazing through education, awareness, and enforcement of anti-hazing 
policies.

Noise Expectations
Quiet Hours: Quiet hours and noise restrictions are established to promote a conducive learning environment for all Fellows, especially 
during designated study periods or overnight hours.

Respect for Others: Fellows are expected to respect the rights of others to study, rest, or engage in quiet activities without disruption 
from excessive noise.

Intellectual Property
Ownership: The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology respects the intellectual property rights of fellows, faculty, and staff.
Fellows Work: Fellows retain ownership of intellectual property rights in the creative and scholarly works produced during their tenure 
at the Institute. 

Use of Institute Resources: Fellows are granted a non-exclusive license to use institute resources for academic and scholarly purposes, 
subject to institute policies and guidelines.

Attribution and Recognition: The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology recognizes and acknowledges the contributions of Fellows to 
intellectual and creative endeavors, providing appropriate attribution and recognition for their work.
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Policy Compliance: All Fellows are expected to comply with copyright laws, licensing agreements, and institutional policies regarding 
intellectual property rights

Support and Guidance: The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology offers support and guidance to Fellows on matters related to 
intellectual property, including copyright, fair use, and licensing.

Tuition Payment Policies
1. Full Tuition Payment:
Fellows can pay the full tuition amount for each academic year upfront.
Full tuition payment guarantees enrollment for the entire academic year and provides financial stability for the institute.
The full tuition amount is due by the specified payment deadline outlined in the academic calendar.

2. Early Payment Option (EPO):
The Early Payment Option offers fellows a 20 percent reduction in tuition fees if payment is made in full at the start of the academic 
year.
Fellows opting for the EPO must submit the full tuition payment by the specified early payment deadline indicated in the academic 
calendar to avail of the discount.

The EPO discount is applicable only to the tuition portion of the fees and does not apply to other expenses such as housing, meal plans, 
or additional fees.

3. Monthly Payment Plans:
Monthly payment plans are available for Fellows who prefer to spread their tuition payments over the course of the academic year.

Under the monthly payment plan, half of the semester’s tuition is due the first day of class. The remaining half of the semester’s tuition 
is divided into four equal monthly installments due on the 1st business day of the month.

Fellows opting for the monthly payment plan are required to enroll in an automatic payment system, such as direct debit or credit card 
authorization, to ensure timely payment of installments.

A non-refundable administrative fee may be charged for enrollment in the monthly payment plan, and late fees may apply for missed 
or delinquent payments.

Failure to adhere to the terms of the monthly payment plan may result in penalties, including academic holds, late fees, or withdrawal 
from classes.

Financial Aid
The Fundraising Process
We are pleased to partner with you to help reduce your personal attendance cost by as much as possible. As members of the family 
of God, we are called into the larger community of Christ, which includes our family, friends, co-workers, local church, and more. This 
community is where we are called to live a purposeful life, using our gifts to the glory of God and the flourishing of society. Because 
of this specific planting, this personal community is your primary network for support, whether it be personally, professionally, or 
financially. 

You are not alone in your education, and we do not believe you should be alone in paying for it either. Your family, friends, and local 
church are beautiful places to find generous supporters who believe in art and design as avenues for reformation, cultural regeneration, 
and revival. 

It may seem hard to ask for money, but there is an easy way to invite others into your experience. We not only suggest that you find 
support from your community, but we also believe it is a beautiful thing to see others sharing in the responsibility of paying for your 
education.
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Plan: Even as artists and designers, we are slow to harness our creativity to solve everyday problems. While your time at the Maker 
Institute may be about your education, everyone in your community will benefit from your deepened faith and increased confidence to 
champion Christ in all things. For this reason, we believe your immediate community can be the most helpful in supporting you during 
your time with the Maker Institute, both through prayer and financial support. 

Pray: There is nothing we can do in our own strength. Scripture tells us this, and our lives affirm it every day. This is no different. We are 
praying for our current and future Fellows, and their financial health is extremely important to us. Devote time and energy to praying 
for who the Lord may lead you to ask to be a partner in your education. Pray for opportunities that might arise to make loans or tough 
financial times unnecessary. Pray for God to give you wisdom as you pursue your time at the Maker Institute. 

Ask: The work has been done, so ask! It may seem harder than that, but we are told that we do not have because we do not ask.  Also, it 
is the pleasure of God’s church to support one another in the work we have been called to. While you may feel awkward about asking 
about money, we should not feel awkward about asking for support as we pursue our callings. Trust in God is active obedience, and 
asking others to partner with you on this journey is a strong way to proceed in faith and see what God might do.

Payment Deadlines and Penalties:
The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology establishes payment deadlines for tuition and fees and communicates them in advance to 
fellows through official channels, such as the academic calendar and fellow portal.

Late payments may be subject to penalties, including late fees, academic holds, and withdrawal from classes. The fellows are 
responsible for ensuring timely payment of all financial obligations.

Refund and Withdrawal Policies:
The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology’’s official refund policy outlines tuition and fee refund policies. It specifies the conditions 
under which refunds may be granted and the applicable withdrawal deadlines.

Fellows who withdraw from classes or the institute may be entitled to a partial refund of tuition and fees based on the institute’s refund 
schedule and policies.

Requests for refunds must be submitted in writing to the institute’s registrar or office of accounting and are subject to review and 
approval based on established criteria.

Communication and Support:
The Maker Institute’s office of accounting and fellow services department are available to provide guidance and assistance to students 
regarding tuition payment options, financial aid applications, and related inquiries.

Fellows are encouraged to promptly communicate any concerns or difficulties regarding tuition payment to the appropriate institute 
personnel to explore possible solutions and accommodations.

Conclusion:
The Maker Institute of Studio Art + Theology is committed to ensuring accessible and equitable access to quality education through 
transparent and flexible tuition payment policies. By offering various payment options and financial assistance strategies, the institute 
aims to support Fellows in achieving their academic and professional goals while upholding its mission and values.

Intensive Area Resources
During your time at the Maker Institute Intensives, you’ll have access to a range of resources in the surrounding area to support your 
creative endeavors. Whether you need art supplies, materials, photo resources, or digital/printing services, we’ve compiled a list of 
recommended locations to assist you:

Art Supply:
Plaza Art - 927 West Grace Street, Phone: 804-359-1678
Barnes & Noble at VCU Bookstore - 1111 West Broad Street, Phone: 804-828-1678
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Supply Arts & Crafts Store - 320 W. Broad St, Richmond, VA

Shop & Materials:
Lowe’s - 1640 West Broad Street
Lowe’s - 4551 South Laburnum

Photo Resources:
Action Photo Company - 3535 Ellwood Ave, Phone: 804-355-7103
B&H Photo Video and Pro Audio

Digital/Printing Resources:
Experimax - 1307 W. Main Street, Richmond, VA, Phone: 804-716-4250
Uptown Color - 1205 W. Main Street, Phone: 804-353-2679
FedEx/Kinko’s - 1111 E. Main Street
These resources are conveniently located near our intensive venues and offer a variety of products and services to meet your creative 
needs. Whether you’re seeking art supplies, materials for projects, photo equipment, or digital/printing assistance, these trusted 
establishments are here to support your artistic journey during your time with us at the Maker Institute Intensives.

Airport:
Richmond International Airport (RIC)
Address: 1 Richard E Byrd Terminal Dr, Richmond, VA 23250, United States
Phone: +1 804-226-3000

Car Rentals:
Richmond International Airport Car Rental Desks
Located within the main terminal, bottom level
•	 Enterprise Rent-A-Car
            Address: 1200 W Broad St, Richmond, VA 23220, United States
            Phone: +1 804-648-8401 

•	 Hertz Car Rental
            Address: 3001 W Clay St, Richmond, VA 23230, United States
            Phone: +1 804-359-1601

•	 Budget Car Rental
            Address: 2020 W Broad St, Richmond, VA 23220, United States
            Phone: +1 804-359-8897 

•	 Avis Car Rental
            Address: 2020 W Broad St, Richmond, VA 23220, United States
            Phone: +1 804-648-6265

These car rental agencies offer a range of vehicles and services to suit your transportation needs during your visit to Shockoe Bottom, 
Richmond, Virginia.

Restaurants:
Here are some dining options in and around Shockoe Bottom, Richmond, Virginia:
•	 The Tobacco Company Restaurant
            Cuisine: American, Steakhouse, Seafood
            Address: 1201 E Cary St, Richmond, VA 23219
            Phone: +1 804-782-9555
       
•	 Bottoms Up Pizza
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            Cuisine: Pizza, Italian
            Address: 1700 Dock St, Richmond, VA 23223
            Phone: +1 804-644-4400
            
•	 LuLu’s
            Cuisine: American, Southern, Comfort Food
            Address: 21 N 17th St, Richmond, VA 23219
            Phone: +1 804-343-9771
            
•	 Millie’s Diner
            Cuisine: American, Breakfast, Brunch
            Address: 2603 E Main St, Richmond, VA 23223
            Phone: +1 804-643-5512
         
•	 Rappahannock Restaurant
            Cuisine: Seafood, American
            Address: 320 E Grace St, Richmond, VA 23219
            Phone: +1 804-545-0565
            
•	 Secret Sandwich Society
            Cuisine: Sandwiches, American
            Address: 501 E Grace St, Richmond, VA 23219
            Phone: +1 804-644-9444
            
•	 Tio Pablo
            Cuisine: Mexican
            Address: 1703 E Franklin St, Richmond, VA 23223
            Phone: +1 804-643-4828

These are just a few options available in Shockoe Bottom and the surrounding area. Each offers a unique dining experience with various 
cuisines to suit different preferences.


