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This enhanced list of competencies aims to provide a well-rounded assessment framework for Christian visual artists and 
designers. It integrates the Maker Institute's values and mission to promote personal and Christ-honoring excellence.

Visionary Imaginativity:
• Description: The ability to conceive Imaginative and innovative tangible outcomes that �low from a Christian frame 

can be surprisingly fresh to the makers themselves, if not to larger constituencies, and e�fectively communicate a 
vision through visual, written, and sonic media.

• Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute's commitment to excellence and innovation, this Competency 
emphasizes Imaginative art that re�lects Christ-honoring creativity and purpose from a continually sanctified growing 
follower of Jesus (out of the over�low of the heart, the mouth speaks as does the art.

• Benchmark: Ability to generate and communicate imaginative ideas that re�lect Christian creativity and purpose.

Intrinsic Motivation:
• Description: They have a strong personal drive and commitment to excellence in their cra�t, fueled by love for Christ 

and a response of obedience to His call on their lives. They also possess an enduring a�finity for faith, theology, and 
art.

• Integration: The Maker Institute's encouragement of self-driven learning and passion for one's cra�t underscores this 
Competency, promoting continuous personal and professional growth as we move from one degree of Glory to 
another.

• Benchmark: Demonstrates a strong personal drive and commitment to excellence fueled by faith.

E�fective Communication:
• Description: The skill to clearly and compellingly convey ideas, concepts, and messages through spoken lectures, 

talks, written works, and various visual media, including digital, print, and mixed media.
• Integration: Echoing the Maker Institute's emphasis on clarity and impact, this Competency focuses on the artist's 

ability to communicate e�fectively through their person and work.
• Benchmark: Ability to clearly convey ideas through various media.

Missional Focus:
• Description: Creating art that serves a greater purpose, such as contextual missiology, apologetics, general 

humanization (Promoting and re�lecting Christ's likeness and His plan for Image of God bearers), evangelism (by 
declaring and pointing to what is true), worship, and understanding the role of art in the mission of the church as it 
increases under the Lordship of Christ complimenting the fulfillment of the great commission. 

• Integration: Aligning with the Maker Institute's mission to integrate faith, theology, and practice, this Competency 
emphasizes art that contributes to the Kingdom's mission's wide-reaching and diverse needs, all as it relates to the 
Great Commission.

• Benchmark: Creation of art that serves purposes like evangelism, worship, and contextual missiology.

Collaborative Teamwork:
• Description: The ability to work well with other artists, designers, and relevant stakeholders, contributing to and 

enhancing collective projects.
• Integration: Re�lecting the Maker Institute's Trinitarian Gospel culture, this Competency highlights the importance of 

unity and diversity expressed in teamwork and shared vision in artistic endeavors.
• Benchmark: Ability to work well with others and enhance collective projects.

Resilience and Perseverance:
• Description: The capacity to persist through creative blocks, criticism, and other challenges while maintaining faith 

and trust in Christ with Gratitude while tending to the work set before them as makers. 
• Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute's support for personal and professional resilience, this Competency 

emphasizes the importance of perseverance in facing challenges.
• Benchmark: Capacity to persist through challenges while maintaining faith and dedication.

Maker Fellow Core Compentencies

Adaptability and Flexibility:
• Description: The ability to adapt to new tools and techniques and employ wise biblical prudence to test the spirits of 

the day against the Scriptures and thereby assess, discern, and respond to challenges from trends in the art and 
design world. The ability to give feedback to changing project requirements while keeping sight of what is primary as 
Christians, God's will for our lives to be grateful in all things.

• Integration: Mirroring the Maker Institute's value of continuous innovation, this Competency focuses on the artist's 
ability to remain grounded in Christ, rooted in a Biblical worldview, while �lexible and adaptable in a dynamic 
environment.

• Benchmark: Ability to adapt to new tools and trends while staying grounded in a Biblical worldview.

Relationship Building:
• Description: Developing and maintaining positive relationships with clients, patrons, fellow artists, and the broader 

community, fostering an environment of support and collaboration.
• Integration: Re�lecting the Maker Institute's community-centric "Know and Be Known" approach, this Competency 

underscores the importance of building strong, supportive Church family relationships within the artistic community 
and the broader context in which Christ has planted you.

• Benchmark: Ability to develop and maintain positive relationships within the community.

Faith-Filled Integration:
• Description: Ensuring that their art re�lects and is integrated with their faith, creating works that are not only 

aesthetically pleasing and suggestion-rich but also formally, functionally, and conceptually meaningful.
• Integration: Aligning with the Maker Institute's mission to blend theology, faith, and practice, this Competency 

emphasizes the integration of True spirituality (as we see in Francis Schea�fer's text ) and artistic expression, e�fects, 
and e�fects.

• Benchmark: Ensuring art is integrated with and re�lects faith.

Emotional Maturity:
• Description: The ability to understand and manage their own emotions amid disagreements and sympathize with 

and respond to their audience's biblical and emotional needs from the basis of Christ-like Character.
• Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute's focus on personal growth and understanding, this Competency 

highlights the importance of emotional intelligence being brought under the Lordship of Christ with dependence on 
Biblical Truth as the foundation of and in artistic practice and its wide-ranging significance in helping and, more o�ten 
than not, hindering makers.

• Benchmark: Understanding and managing emotions e�fectively in artistic practice.

Spirit-led Vitality:
• Description: Maintaining a solid and vibrant personal life in Christ marked by prayer and dependence on God for life 

and Godliness, and the work of the Holy Spirit energizing focus on Christ, repentance, and faith, thereby informing 
and inspiring their artistic practice and ensuring their work is grounded in their faith.

• Integration: This Competency focuses on the importance of a vibrant spiritual life in creative work. Re�lecting the 
Maker Institute's emphasis on a holistic approach to dialing in each maker's heart, head, and hands so that Christ 
leads to humble and healthy believers. 

• Benchmark: Maintaining a strong and vibrant personal spiritual life.

Time Management:
• Description: The ability to e�fectively manage time, prioritize tasks, and meet deadlines, ensuring productivity and 

the successful completion of projects.
• Integration: Mirroring the Maker Institute's value of e�ficiency and productivity, this Competency emphasizes the 

importance of e�fective time management in artistic endeavors.
• Benchmark: E�fective management of time and prioritization of tasks.
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Curiosity and love of learning: 
• Description: A continuous desire to learn and grow, particularly in reading and studying the Bible, growing in 

Spirit-filled Character, growing in Holiness, while curious for the good creation God has given us to make much out of. 
• Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute's commitment to lifelong learning, this Competency focuses on the 

artist's dedication to continuous personal and professional development.
• Benchmark: Continuous desire to learn and grow in faith and art.

Project Completion Resilience:
• Description: Demonstrating resilience and determination to see projects through to completion, overcoming 

obstacles, and maintaining motivation until the work is done.
• Integration: Re�lecting the Maker Institute's support for perseverance and tenacity, this Competency emphasizes the 

importance of seeing projects through to completion.
• Benchmark: Demonstrating resilience and determination to complete projects.

Skill Building and Formal Understanding:
• Description: Actively pursuing opportunities to develop and enhance their artistic skills, including technical 

proficiency, conceptual thinking, and artistic expression, while not divorcing these aspects from form and modality.
• Integration: Echoing the Maker Institute's dedication to skill development, this Competency focuses on continuous 

improvement and proficient �luency of the artist's practice.
• Benchmark: Actively developing and enhancing artistic skills.

Christ-likeness in Humility and Love:
• Description: Imitating Christ's humility and love in interactions with others, demonstrating grace, compassion, and a 

servant's heart in all aspects of their work and life.
• Integration: Re�lecting the Maker Institute's mission to cultivate Christ-like character, this Competency emphasizes 

the importance of humility and love as foundational virtues for Christian artists and designers.
• Benchmark: Imitating Christ’s humility and love in all aspects of work and life.

 Character Development:
• Description: Rooted in Christ-likeness and the fruit of the Holy Spirit, this Competency involves growing in character 

traits such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
• Integration: Aligning with the Maker Institute's mission to foster holistic growth, this Competency underscores the 

importance of developing a Christ-like character that re�lects Jesus's nature and the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit in personal and professional life.

• Benchmark: Growing in character traits such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.



Upon withdrawal from the Maker Institute,  a FELLOW may be eligible to receive a reimbursement of tuition paid for any 
terms in which they have not yet participate. There is no partial reimbursement or refund for terms in which the student 
has participated. 

Additionally,  if a FELLOW has su�fered demonstrable hardship and can reasonably prove that he or she is having financial 
di�ficulties, has been involved in a medical emergency that has kept them from fulfilling their duties as a FELLOW, or has 
experienced a life-altering event, tuition may be reimbursed at a prorated rate equal to the percentage of the remaining 
term.

If a FELLOW has questions or concerns regarding a potential refund or reimbursement, he or she should contact the O�fice 
of Accounting to discuss options and plans on how to move forward.
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Adaptability and Flexibility:
• Description: The ability to adapt to new tools and techniques and employ wise biblical prudence to test the spirits of 

the day against the Scriptures and thereby assess, discern, and respond to challenges from trends in the art and 
design world. The ability to give feedback to changing project requirements while keeping sight of what is primary as 
Christians, God's will for our lives to be grateful in all things.

• Integration: Mirroring the Maker Institute's value of continuous innovation, this Competency focuses on the artist's 
ability to remain grounded in Christ, rooted in a Biblical worldview, while �lexible and adaptable in a dynamic 
environment.

• Benchmark: Ability to adapt to new tools and trends while staying grounded in a Biblical worldview.

Relationship Building:
• Description: Developing and maintaining positive relationships with clients, patrons, fellow artists, and the broader 

community, fostering an environment of support and collaboration.
• Integration: Re�lecting the Maker Institute's community-centric "Know and Be Known" approach, this Competency 

underscores the importance of building strong, supportive Church family relationships within the artistic community 
and the broader context in which Christ has planted you.

• Benchmark: Ability to develop and maintain positive relationships within the community.

Faith-Filled Integration:
• Description: Ensuring that their art re�lects and is integrated with their faith, creating works that are not only 

aesthetically pleasing and suggestion-rich but also formally, functionally, and conceptually meaningful.
• Integration: Aligning with the Maker Institute's mission to blend theology, faith, and practice, this Competency 

emphasizes the integration of True spirituality (as we see in Francis Schea�fer's text ) and artistic expression, e�fects, 
and e�fects.

• Benchmark: Ensuring art is integrated with and re�lects faith.

Emotional Maturity:
• Description: The ability to understand and manage their own emotions amid disagreements and sympathize with 

and respond to their audience's biblical and emotional needs from the basis of Christ-like Character.
• Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute's focus on personal growth and understanding, this Competency 

highlights the importance of emotional intelligence being brought under the Lordship of Christ with dependence on 
Biblical Truth as the foundation of and in artistic practice and its wide-ranging significance in helping and, more o�ten 
than not, hindering makers.

• Benchmark: Understanding and managing emotions e�fectively in artistic practice.

Spirit-led Vitality:
• Description: Maintaining a solid and vibrant personal life in Christ marked by prayer and dependence on God for life 

and Godliness, and the work of the Holy Spirit energizing focus on Christ, repentance, and faith, thereby informing 
and inspiring their artistic practice and ensuring their work is grounded in their faith.

• Integration: This Competency focuses on the importance of a vibrant spiritual life in creative work. Re�lecting the 
Maker Institute's emphasis on a holistic approach to dialing in each maker's heart, head, and hands so that Christ 
leads to humble and healthy believers. 

• Benchmark: Maintaining a strong and vibrant personal spiritual life.

Time Management:
• Description: The ability to e�fectively manage time, prioritize tasks, and meet deadlines, ensuring productivity and 

the successful completion of projects.
• Integration: Mirroring the Maker Institute's value of e�ficiency and productivity, this Competency emphasizes the 

importance of e�fective time management in artistic endeavors.
• Benchmark: E�fective management of time and prioritization of tasks.
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Curiosity and love of learning: 
• Description: A continuous desire to learn and grow, particularly in reading and studying the Bible, growing in 

Spirit-filled Character, growing in Holiness, while curious for the good creation God has given us to make much out of. 
• Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute's commitment to lifelong learning, this Competency focuses on the 

artist's dedication to continuous personal and professional development.
• Benchmark: Continuous desire to learn and grow in faith and art.

Project Completion Resilience:
• Description: Demonstrating resilience and determination to see projects through to completion, overcoming 

obstacles, and maintaining motivation until the work is done.
• Integration: Re�lecting the Maker Institute's support for perseverance and tenacity, this Competency emphasizes the 

importance of seeing projects through to completion.
• Benchmark: Demonstrating resilience and determination to complete projects.

Skill Building and Formal Understanding:
• Description: Actively pursuing opportunities to develop and enhance their artistic skills, including technical 

proficiency, conceptual thinking, and artistic expression, while not divorcing these aspects from form and modality.
• Integration: Echoing the Maker Institute's dedication to skill development, this Competency focuses on continuous 

improvement and proficient �luency of the artist's practice.
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• Description: Imitating Christ's humility and love in interactions with others, demonstrating grace, compassion, and a 

servant's heart in all aspects of their work and life.
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the importance of humility and love as foundational virtues for Christian artists and designers.
• Benchmark: Imitating Christ’s humility and love in all aspects of work and life.
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traits such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
• Integration: Aligning with the Maker Institute's mission to foster holistic growth, this Competency underscores the 

importance of developing a Christ-like character that re�lects Jesus's nature and the transformative power of the Holy 
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humanization (Promoting and re�lecting Christ's likeness and His plan for Image of God bearers), evangelism (by 
declaring and pointing to what is true), worship, and understanding the role of art in the mission of the church as it 
increases under the Lordship of Christ complimenting the fulfillment of the great commission. 

• Integration: Aligning with the Maker Institute's mission to integrate faith, theology, and practice, this Competency 
emphasizes art that contributes to the Kingdom's mission's wide-reaching and diverse needs, all as it relates to the 
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• Benchmark: Creation of art that serves purposes like evangelism, worship, and contextual missiology.

Collaborative Teamwork:
• Description: The ability to work well with other artists, designers, and relevant stakeholders, contributing to and 

enhancing collective projects.
• Integration: Re�lecting the Maker Institute's Trinitarian Gospel culture, this Competency highlights the importance of 

unity and diversity expressed in teamwork and shared vision in artistic endeavors.
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Resilience and Perseverance:
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emphasizes the importance of perseverance in facing challenges.
• Benchmark: Capacity to persist through challenges while maintaining faith and dedication.

Upon withdrawal from the Maker Institute,  a FELLOW may be eligible to receive a reimbursement of tuition paid for any 
terms in which they have not yet participate. There is no partial reimbursement or refund for terms in which the student 
has participated. 
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• Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute's focus on personal growth and understanding, this Competency 

highlights the importance of emotional intelligence being brought under the Lordship of Christ with dependence on 
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• Description: Maintaining a solid and vibrant personal life in Christ marked by prayer and dependence on God for life 

and Godliness, and the work of the Holy Spirit energizing focus on Christ, repentance, and faith, thereby informing 
and inspiring their artistic practice and ensuring their work is grounded in their faith.

• Integration: This Competency focuses on the importance of a vibrant spiritual life in creative work. Re�lecting the 
Maker Institute's emphasis on a holistic approach to dialing in each maker's heart, head, and hands so that Christ 
leads to humble and healthy believers. 

• Benchmark: Maintaining a strong and vibrant personal spiritual life.

Time Management:
• Description: The ability to e�fectively manage time, prioritize tasks, and meet deadlines, ensuring productivity and 

the successful completion of projects.
• Integration: Mirroring the Maker Institute's value of e�ficiency and productivity, this Competency emphasizes the 

importance of e�fective time management in artistic endeavors.
• Benchmark: E�fective management of time and prioritization of tasks.
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Curiosity and love of learning: 
• Description: A continuous desire to learn and grow, particularly in reading and studying the Bible, growing in 

Spirit-filled Character, growing in Holiness, while curious for the good creation God has given us to make much out of. 
• Integration: Inspired by the Maker Institute's commitment to lifelong learning, this Competency focuses on the 

artist's dedication to continuous personal and professional development.
• Benchmark: Continuous desire to learn and grow in faith and art.

Project Completion Resilience:
• Description: Demonstrating resilience and determination to see projects through to completion, overcoming 

obstacles, and maintaining motivation until the work is done.
• Integration: Re�lecting the Maker Institute's support for perseverance and tenacity, this Competency emphasizes the 

importance of seeing projects through to completion.
• Benchmark: Demonstrating resilience and determination to complete projects.

Skill Building and Formal Understanding:
• Description: Actively pursuing opportunities to develop and enhance their artistic skills, including technical 

proficiency, conceptual thinking, and artistic expression, while not divorcing these aspects from form and modality.
• Integration: Echoing the Maker Institute's dedication to skill development, this Competency focuses on continuous 

improvement and proficient �luency of the artist's practice.
• Benchmark: Actively developing and enhancing artistic skills.

Christ-likeness in Humility and Love:
• Description: Imitating Christ's humility and love in interactions with others, demonstrating grace, compassion, and a 

servant's heart in all aspects of their work and life.
• Integration: Re�lecting the Maker Institute's mission to cultivate Christ-like character, this Competency emphasizes 

the importance of humility and love as foundational virtues for Christian artists and designers.
• Benchmark: Imitating Christ’s humility and love in all aspects of work and life.

 Character Development:
• Description: Rooted in Christ-likeness and the fruit of the Holy Spirit, this Competency involves growing in character 

traits such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
• Integration: Aligning with the Maker Institute's mission to foster holistic growth, this Competency underscores the 

importance of developing a Christ-like character that re�lects Jesus's nature and the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit in personal and professional life.

• Benchmark: Growing in character traits such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.


