
Christ is the Lord, and all things are held together and exist through Him (Col 1:15-18) (Rom 
11:36). Since Christ has died to renew all things and is the center of knowledge, the integration 
of all things in Him establishes the foundation of Truth. This creates a clear continuity in the arts 
between research, service, and teaching. The way research, service, and education complement 
each other reinforces a biblical ecosystem of Truth, excellence, and beauty. This ecosystem 
provides rich experiences and generates immediate benefits to the surrounding context, such 
as a classroom, a city, and beyond. The categories of research, service, and education exist as 
spheres of influence and can have an immediate impact while also alluding to future-enriching 
benefits. Therefore, the discipline of the arts that I teach anticipates and expects that these 
areas will inform my pedagogical approach to a diverse student population made in the image 
of God who contends with sin as they seek understanding. There will inevitably be a next 
generation of makers that the Lord calls forth for an expanding, complex world that needs 
them. Service, research, and teaching vitalize this whole and cannot be fully separated. They 
must be understood in the context of Redemption. 

"I strongly believe that humans are created in the image of God, which establishes their 
inherent value, dignity, and creativity. Art and Design are essential and pervasive aspects of 
human life. Creativity and culture-making are also fundamental parts of human existence, 
rooted in the early chapters of the book of Genesis. Creative expression is a powerful tool for 
understanding ourselves and our society. We can think of creativity as a thermometer for 
testing the well-being of a given society. Where the arts wither, we often find people in decline. 
Conversely, where people suffer or are oppressed, and there is no Truth, Goodness, or beauty 
to grasp, we can observe the absence of art, Design, and culture." 

In a certain sense, the arts can preserve and sustain a people spiritedly amid their suffering 
while offering hope-filled effects that point to the one who has power over sin and death, the 
grave, and the comforter who groans on our behalf when we do not know what to pray. Art and 
Design can produce a humanizing effect and common-good opportunities for a world in 
desperate need of Christ and freedom from rebellious sin.   

Throughout history, when art is flourishing, we often find people doing so as well in the broader 
sense. That said, Art and Design are expansive and all-encompassing; there is nothing in our 
lives that is not directly affected by the arts if not indirectly affected. Overall, this conceptual 
framework heavily informs my pedagogical approach to teaching as it also informs my research 
practice and service. This broad and deep view of Art and Design's importance means my 
classroom anticipates needing to equip makers for a changing and expanding world while 
maintaining fidelity to God's authoritative and transcendent Holy Word. A deep foundational 
inquiry into the patterns of Creation we see in God's good work is particularly situated to help 
students see art-making's importance as a subject both historically and in a contemporary 
context for now and the future. 

Suppose that art and Design are as pervasive as I previously mentioned. In that case, makers, 
artists, designers, and performers of all kinds create artifacts and experiences that help build 
and extend a community's visual and cultural language. My class structure and content should 



serve students' ability to connect their given areas of focus and their relationships to other 
studio areas while enabling a working understanding of how this understanding empowers 
them toward God's plan for making all things new. The world we live in is dynamic and full of 
diverse human longings, values, and points of view, but it is also deeply affected by the 
corrupting power of sin. With mindfulness of the changes that are constantly happening, I aim 
to teach all kinds of art-making as a means of equipping artists and designers with the 
necessary tools to bring about excellent works in various forms. This same aim dually builds 
from an essential understanding of our need to cultivate visual literacy, mental acuity, depth of 
touch, and "Artistic-fitness," as it pertains to what is known and what is still unknown for each 
student. 

"To be well-equipped in my class means that students are ready for a future that is not yet fully 
understood or seen. Therefore, I am continually shaping and adjusting my classroom content 
and environment to holistically engage students in understanding visual expression and 
communication that expands the history of making to the present and pushes them to 
anticipate the future. In this dynamic process, the constancies inductively show up due to the 
faithfulness of Christ holding all things together. My goal is to help students become 
comfortable outside their comfort zones as they trust Christ to grow into what He is 
calling them to be." 

As an educator, my teaching style encompasses instructing, mentoring, and motivating students 
to observe, execute, and conceptualize their ideas, emphasizing the importance of seeing and 
"getting the eyes in front of the brain." I also strive to help students recognize their corporate 
responsibility to the Church and the world that Jesus is calling to himself.  

In my classroom, I aim to create an engaging and thriving environment that values and supports 
diversity and unity in Christ. The classroom should be a place where students can succeed and 
fail without fear of being belittled by their peers or professors. It should be a growing learning 
environment that encourages questioning and discovery and where students can grow 
through the process of learning. 

There must be a dance-like tension between knowing and coming to know. It is important to 
stand solidly on what the Bible teaches to promote measurable growth where students flourish 
in their competency as makers, with an increasing potential for visual and creative application 
across disciplines and vocations. 

As an educator, I create an environment that empowers students to take on challenges and 
explore their strengths and weaknesses. My approach includes lectures, field trips, 
presentations, demos, critiques, team projects, assignments, and challenges that provide 
multiple opportunities for growth and development. My goal is to help students develop a 
working understanding of their interests and talents while keeping an open mind to other 
possibilities. Throughout the semester, students are engaged, challenged, and rewarded in 
various ways, and each experience contributes to their personal growth. 



Comprehensively teaching each person is crucial. It is essential to engage the mind, ability, and 
spirit of the person in the fullest possible way. As an instructor, I strive to empower my 
students to become more than just consumers of art but also responsible creators. My aim is to 
teach them to work with excellence, avoid apathy, perceive things holistically, and create art in 
the same way. In my class, students are taught to generate their own content from scratch, 
including building their own still-life setups using materials and objects that are not necessarily 
valuable or recognizable to them. This helps to prevent over-familiarity and complacency and 
encourages students to observe more closely and record what they see more accurately. 
The end result is a more personalized, unique work of art, even when working with still-life 
subjects. Additionally, this approach deepens students' appreciation of the materials they use 
and the world around them. 

An appreciation for the material world can enlarge our gratitude and help us develop a more 
adept appreciation for sculpting, designing, making, and performing. Ultimately, we need to be 
a Grace-filled community filled with gratitude and zeal, ready to shape the future Christ died to 
bring about. This requires all of us. My teaching philosophy and classes play a critical role in 
supporting this urgent fact and need as we anticipate the fulfillment of the Great Commission 
and the subsequent return of Christ our Lord. 

Grace and Gratitude, 

Ryan Lauterio 

 


